
Lesson 4 : 

I  Am From Korea

WELCOME
WELCOME TO THIS 10 WEEK KOREAN BEGINNER 1  COURSE
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LESSON 4
저는 한국 사람이에요 I AM FROM KOREA.  
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CHAPTER 1 : I AM FROM KOREA
저는 한국 사람이에요.

• 학습 목표 Learning Objectives

• Speak and understand introductions

• (자기소개를 듣고 말할 수 있다)

• Read and write introductions

• (자기소개 글을 읽고 쓸 수 있다)
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Link to Online Textbook 

https://nuri.iksi.or.kr/e-book/ecatalog5.jsp?Dir=976&catimage=&callmode=admin
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어휘 및 표현
VOCABULARY AND EXPRESSIONS

• 나라 Country 

• 직업 Jobs/Occupation

• 자기소개 Self-introduction 
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연음 LINKING SOUNDS 

• When a syllable ends with a 받침 batchim and the next syllable of the word begins with 

a vowel then the 받침 batchim consonant is pronounced with the vowel of that next 

syllable

• 직업 sounds like   지겁

• 한국어 sounds like   한구거

• 발음 sounds like   바름
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문법 GRAMMAR

• 이다 to be  (a verb, a postpositional particle)

• Attached after a noun to describe it 

• 명사 noun + 이에요 to be 

• 명사 noun  + 예요 to be 

• 은 / 는 (subject marker, topic particle)  

English language has no similar concept to these markers. 

• Marks a noun to be the subject of the sentence

• 명사 noun + 은

• 명사 noun + 는

6



Lesson 4 : 

I  Am From Korea

생각하기 SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS 

• 여러분은 어느 나라 사람이에요? Where do you come from?

• 친구는 어느 나라 사람이에요? What is your friend’s nationality? 

• 친구는 어느 지방 사람이에요?  What region is your friend from?  
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나라 COUNTRIES 

• 한국 韓國 Korea

• 미국 美國 America 

• 중국 中國 China

• 영국 英國 England

• 일본 日本 Japan

• 독일 獨逸 Germany 

• 러시아 露西亞Russia 

• 베트남 越南 Vietnam 

• 멕시코 Mexico

• 프랑스 佛蘭西France 

• 이태리 伊太利Italy

• 스페인 西班牙Spain 

• 네델란드 和蘭Netherlands  
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Can you see the differences between the two types of Hangeul names?

These Hanja words 

and pronunciations 

historically came 

from China
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HANJA NAMES FOR COUNTRIES
외국나라이름의 한자

• Koreans used to tend to write foreign country names in Hanja rather than Hangeul.

• You can still see Hanja in newspaper headlines , official and academic papers

• But nowadays very rare to see them in Hanja except these five countries.

• 한국 韓國 , 미국 美國, 중국 中國, 영국 英國 일본日本

• These Hanja words and pronunciations came historically from Korean and Chinese Hanja. 

• Most other country names are 외래어 loanwords in origin

• Konglish is slang for 외래어
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직업 JOB/OCCUPATION 

• 선생님 Teacher 

• 학생 Student 
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자기소개 SELF - INTRODUCTION 

• 어느 Which? 

• 나라 Country 

• 사람 Person

• 여러분은 everybody, everyone, all of you 
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DIFFERENT FORMS OF HELLO

• 안녕? 

• 안녕하세요? 

• 안녕하십니까? 
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DIFFERENT FORMS OF HELLO

• 안녕? informal with friends

• 안녕하세요?

• with colleagues, your relations, with anyone else; you need to slightly bow 

• 안녕하십니까? 

• in formal settings, in business meetings, to a senior; you need to bow 

• 안녕하셨습니까?

• is a past/ past perfect tense form of 안녕하십니까?; you need to bow 

How have you been?
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안녕하십니까? WAS 식사하셨습니까?
HAVE YOU EATEN? 

• Changed from 

• 식사하셨습니까? Have you eaten?

• To

• 안녕하십니까? Hello?

• 안녕하십니까? It is not like Good Morning or Bonjour

14

영조 King Yeongio of Joseon (1694-1776)

사도세자 Crown Prince Sado (1735-

1762) was killed by his father 1762

Second son of  King Yeongio of Joseon

정조 Jeongjo the great ;  the son of Crown 

Prince Sado and the 22 King of Joseon 

(1752 -1800)

마을 이름 village name : 안녕촌



Lesson 4 : 

I  Am From Korea

USING SUBJECT MARKERS … 은 OR 는
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벤 은 학 생 이 에 요 .

미 쉘 은 선 생 님 이 에 요 .

이 모 님 은 학 생 이 에 요 .

하 서 는 선 생 님 이 에 요 .

메 이 지 는 학 생 이 에 요 .

앤 트 렐 라 는 선 생 님 이 에 요 .

Can you spot the difference?

Korean sentences consist of either 

“subject + predicate(verb)”  …or… 

“subject + object + predicate(verb)”

Examples of the first form

벤은 학생이에요.

Subject   +  predicate(verb)

하서는 선생님이에요.

Subject   +  predicate(verb)
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USING SUBJECT MARKERS … 은 OR 는

Let’s we see how Korean particles are used in sentences.

벤은 학생이에요.                  벤 batchim

폴은 학생이에요.                  폴 batchim

미쉘은 선생님이에요.          쉘 batchim

하서는 선생님이에요.     서 no batchim

메이지는 학생이에요.      지 no batchim

앤트렐라는 선생님이에요.  라 no batchim
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은/는 SUBJECT MARKERS 

• 은/는 is added to the end of a NOUN to designate it as the subject

• ‘은/는’ a topic particle attached to a noun indicating the noun is the subject of the sentence.

• The main idea, topic, or issue discussed in the sentence, has the sense of “as for” or “regarding”

• For words ending in a vowel (no batchim) 는 is added, and 

• For words ending in a consonant (a batchim present)  은 is added. 
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받침 O 폴은 벤은 미쉘은 선생님은 학생은 이모님은

받침 X 하서는 메이지는 안트렐라는 아빠는 오빠는 이모는
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PRACTICE

Let’s practice 은/는

Write down Nouns you know and add 은/는 appropriately

벤은 학생이에요. 

선생님은 영국사람이에요.

의사는 미국사람이에요.

저는 앤드리아예요.
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이다 : THE PREDICATE MARKER

• Predicate marker is a postposition that can make a word or a phrase  work as predicate.

• Predicate defined as: in grammar, the part of a sentence that contains the verb and 

gives information about the subject:

• The only predicate marker in Korean is “이다”

• Meaning is like the “to be” verb in English but the usage is different

• It can indicate the subject’s attribute, behaviour, or condition
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/grammar
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/part
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sentence
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/contain
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/verb
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/information
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/subject
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PRACTICE 1

Let’s practice 이다

Write down Nouns you know and add 이에요 or 예요 appropriately

안녕하세요? 이름이 뭐 이에요예요? 

저는은 지훈이에요. 

지훈씨은는 어느나라 사람이에요?

저는 한국사람이에요예요.
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CONJUGATING “이다” WITH 
HONORIFIC

• Pattern is NOUN +  이에요 or 예요

• When Noun ends with batchim use 이에요

• 선생님 teacher becomes 선생님이에요

• When Noun ends without batchim use 예요

• 하서 + 예요 ; 하서예요.

• 이에요/예요 is used to form and modify sentences depending on the intonation.

• 이에요/예요 can be either 서술문 declarative  or 의문문 interrogative
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이다 PREDICATE MAKER -
POSTPOSITION

With batchim (consonant ending)  

Noun + 이다
No batchim (vowel ending)

Noun + 다

한옥이다. 오빠다.

한식이다. 아빠다.

한복이다. 오이다.

학생이다. 이모다.

선생님이다. 하서다.

한글이다. 가요다.
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이다 (“TO BE”) CONJUGATIONS

• 이다 attaches to the end of a noun to make it the predicate of the sentence

• 이다 is used to express that the subject and predicate are the same thing

• 이다 can also be used to specify something

• The formal descriptive form is 입니다. And its interrogative form is 입니까?

• The corresponding informal forms 예요 / 이에요

• The same for both descriptive and interrogative forms, with the interrogative form rising in 

intonation as it is pronounced 예요? / 이에요?

• The negative form of 이다 is 아니다
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NOUN + 이다 CONJUGATIONS

Informal polite style Interrogative Formal 

Statement 

Formal 

interrogative 

Noun without 

batchim

Noun with 

batchim

Noun without 

batchim + 예요? 

Noun with batchim

+ 이에요?

Noun + 입니다 Noun + 입니까? 

예요 이에요 예요 이에요 입니다. 입니까? 

하서예요. 폴이에요 하서예요? 폴이에요? 박하서입니다 어머니입니까?

어머니예요. 선생님이에요 어머니예요? 선생님이에요? 선생님입니다. 선생님입니까?

오이예요 학생이에요 오이예요? 학생이에요? 어머니입니다. 학생입니까? 
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저/나 … I OR ME 

• 저 is a humble way to say 나

• 저When you talk to a person who is older or higher position than you or stranger

• 저는 박하서입니다.

• 나 is used for friends (the same age) or a person who is younger

• 나는 선생님이에요.  I am a teacher. 

• 나는 학생이에요. I am a student. 

(You can’t say 나는 unless talking to someone younger,  

then you say 나는 학생이야 )
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEmz72Zty7U

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CEmz72Zty7U
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직업 OCCUPATIONS

• 강사 tutor (학원강사 Hakwon tutor)

• 요리사 chef 

• 미용사 hairdresser  

• 간호사 nurse

• 약사 pharmacist

• 의사 doctor

• 한의사 Korean traditional medicine doctor 
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띄어쓰기 S_P_A_C_E_S IN HANGEUL

• A Korean name is written with no space between the surname and the given name.

• But if it hard to distinguish the end of the surname and the given name we add a space

• Some Koreans have middle names where we have two spaces in the name

• A space is used between two words 

• Predicates such as “은, 는, 이다” must be attached to a noun (with no space)

• Examples 폴은, 하서는, 학생은, 저는, 

나는 학생이다. ; 하서는 선생님입니다.

• Hangeul’s use of spaces and punctuation has changed in modern times …
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USING 님

• Used when addressing a person with respect

• A shopkeeper addressing customer

• As a customer 고객님 or 손님

• By personal name 하서님

• Addressing a professional by their profession

• A doctor 의사님

• A teacher 선생님

• Your boss 사장님

• Professor(tutor) 교수님
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCxmqKUQfCo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FCxmqKUQfCo
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USING 씨WITH A NAME

• Respectful way of addressing a person by name

• Two forms

• GIVEN NAME + 씨 …. 하서씨

• FAMILY NAME + GIVEN NAME + 씨 …. 박하서씨

• We never (politely) use FAMILY NAME + 씨 except …
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TALKING ABOUT A WHOLE FAMILY.

• 김씨, 이씨, 박씨

• 한국에는 김씨가 많아요. 

(In Korea many families are named Kim)

• 김씨네는 아들만 4명이에요. 

(There are 4 sons in Kim’s family.)

30



Lesson 4 : 

I  Am From Korea

HELLO AND GOODBYE EXPLAINED

• 안녕하세요?

• Noun 안녕 “peace, calm” (from a Chinese word) but …

• Verb 하다 “to do” conjugated to polite form 하세요

• 안녕히가세요 (the other person is leaving)

• Adverb 안녕히 “peacefully” and verb 가 “to go” conjugated to polite form 가세요

• 안녕히 계세요 (you are leaving, the other person stays)

• Adverb 안녕히 “peacefully”  and verb 계시다 “be there” conjugated to polite form 계세요

• Article on spiritual origin of 안녕하세요 here 

• https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinion/2023/10/638_271590.html
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https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinion/2023/10/638_271590.html
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NEXT CLASS, BEGINNERS BOOK 

• Korean Beginner e-book 

• https://nuri.iksi.or.kr/e-book/ecatalog5.jsp?Dir=976&catimage=&callmode=admin

• Looking at Lesson 2 

• 회사원이 아니에요 I am not an office worker
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Haseo’s email helton@hrsfc.ac.uk

Haseo’s food blog https://koreananju.com/

Haseo’s Hangul blog (coming soon) https://helloemo.com

https://nuri.iksi.or.kr/e-book/ecatalog5.jsp?Dir=976&catimage=&callmode=admin
https://koreananju.com/
https://wordpress.com/view/helloemo.com
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